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Farm Preducts will Buy More Lumber and Building Material Now THAN BEFORE

THE WAR OR AFTER IT IS ENDED.

[F YOU NEED A HOME, A BARN, OR OTHER IMPROVEMENTS, BUILD THEM

NOW!

dollars will you have left?

Right now the Prospective Builder has t:wo pr-blems to solve—two
quaestions to answer. _

First:—Should I build my pew house, my new barn, or make any
imxprovements on my farm during war times, and will it be unpatriotic
to doso?

Second:—Should I postpone building now because lurhber, building
materials and labor are high, and will they be any cheaper when the
war is over?

We want, to answer both of these questions by quoting the highest
dasinterested authorities. Read the the letter of the Secretary of the

The question is not how many dollars will it cost, but how much more lumber
will your farm products (the things you have to exchange| buy now and how many

Treasury, W. G. McAdoo, to Mr. Samuel Gompers, President of the
American Federation of Labor, and the éditorials from “Successful
Farming,” and the “Breeders’ Gazette,” @

The daily press recently carried news items undeér W.ashi_ngg}: i
i .

. date lines to the effect that the Secretary had issued orders prohi

ing building and that it would be unpatriotic to do so during war times.

A committee went to Washington to interview Mr. McAdoo and to
obtain the facts. His letter gives the gnswer and he personally urged
the committee to make stich use of it as might be necessary to correet
any false impressions. Read it, along with the two editorials!

Eatract from Letter of Mr. McAdoos o President Sem’l Gompers.

“OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON

March 15, 1918,

My Dear Mr. Gompers:>—

1 have your letter of February 18th, including copy
of a resolution adopted by the Building Trades Council of
San Francisco, in which it is stated that 1 have been re-
ported in the public press as having ‘appealed to property
owners not to construct any homes or buildings during
the war.’ This is entirely erroneous.. I have said that
building operations which are not required to protect the
health or provide for the comfortable needs of our people,
ar to supply facilities necessary for the proper conduct of
business essential to the successful prosecution of the
war, should be postponed.

As you know, I have no suthority to direet that
building operations be curtailed, 1 have merely suggested
that unnecessary work of that kind be postponed until the
end of the war. Such postponement would, ] am sure,
help win the war, but every patriotic man must be deter-
mined by his own conscience in the matter and must de-
tide for himself if he can postpone the erection of a con-
templated building until the war is over. Compliance with
this suggestion may cause some inconveniences, which
are to be greatly deplored, but such inconveniences are an
unavoidable incident of the war. The situation must be
viewed from a national and not from & local standpoint.

(Signed) W. G. McADOO,
Secretary of the Treasury.”
A

You are certainly, after a study of the above, not only eonvineed
that yvou should, but that you are urged to build necessary homes, barns
and make other improvements in order to preserve and care for grain

and live stock.

Certainly you should not wait until after the war in expectation
that you will be able to “buy cheaper,” for there will not only be a
“Building Boom” in this country after the war, but the forests of the
United States will be called upon to ‘supply the world with lumber.

Lumber that sold for $3.00 per hundred before the war, and now
sells for $4.00, has only advanced in price 33 1-3 per cent:

Lumber that sold for $4.00 per hundred before the war, and now
gell= for $5.00, has only advanced'in price 25 per cent,
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Editerial “Successiul Farming,” for May.
Editoria) Breeders' Gazette, April 18th,

WHEN PRICES ARE TOO HIGH,

The Council of Defense, the Food Admimistration and the De-
partment of Agriculture all encoursge farm bullding sctivity.
They do so hecause adequate equipment on the farm means better
{arming and more af it. This is regarded us one of the obvieus
ways of stimulating erop and live stock production.

Beeaupe of this official sanction of the erection of more and
better buildings in the country, the railways are permitted and ad-
vised to accept building materials for prompt shipment to cpuntry
points, To a large extent thir policy is economical of transporis-
tion facilities becausé cnre going countryward loaded with cement
or lumber can come back loaded with grain,

the difference wh;lhe;?m h@ ::;l ;r 7 5 a m:d
manure spreader for 375 or g for 14 cents & poo
preader 1or‘£l‘!50?

As a matter of fact, the sverage price of hoge for '
years preceding our eotrance into the war was T cemts, It took §
eight two-hundred pound hogs to buy 8 manure spreader, With the
J prices now prevailing, cight two-hundred pound bogs will sell for |
enough to buy the same spreader at its increased price, and there
will be a surplus of almost £100,
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The sversge price of wheat for the five yoars before wé entered the w57 was
BE conts. it look ninaty bushels te buy an $50 grwin dWll. Ball ninety b
of wheat tow and you will have more than 140 wm wfter purchastng the drill

The mere fagt that it sequires mom dollars to purchase & given a than
it :I:i: n“lt:r mlfubu or_years u&-do- q:lj prove coneluaively m )
eostly, 0 gm ¥ rompering cost one with the cost of ather
articlos that It is powible to determine whether or ith price has unduly ad-

The important thing sbout the problem from the farmer's
standpoint Is that the continuation of farm building eperations
during the war is considered by the natioh's exper! economiste to
be the policy of grealest national efficiency, That fact of itseld
shotld eneourage a furmer to proceed with the plans he may have
been considering: for years to use hia first available funde to make
his farm a handier place to Work, and to provide better storage
room for grain and hay as well as warmer shelter for stock.

Building material is perbaps 26 per cent higher than before
the war. Crop values offset that, for even after allowiing for higher
farm operating costs, the net income from crops has Increased
still more. It in thersfore & fact that & man can better afford to

There s much complaint of prices being loe high or
::-ph:m 1::5 gnltihhlc md‘umr of it s nol In the ? :
rotich w we ary mthhM*;ﬂdmmﬂ- i
Hisn should get out of m:' proper relstion to olber : : -
there iy yood ground for eomplaint, . - »

erect needed farm buildings now than two or three years ago. mothed tor detesml !

Masons and carpenters are gvailable for such work because city ##Tmham-m low th.:w» oo ;:h-r;;'g. n:ﬁ' -(h;t:'fm :
building enturprises have beem checked by the war, and these raen m“.".?f.’-i"m :r-:hht': b2t g q:f' e 1.‘?‘5 ﬁu'm:

prefer to continue at their trades rather than to learn something Tty ariane Nelse Of U astivla oc Poe lak i-."b!—qd teo mizeh ar thy

new, By keeping these sijlled workmen busy on farm buildings By makine such camparions it bm :

they may be made indirectly to alleviste to seme extent the farm 1o the pi Yt P ‘v-% "ot |
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Shingles that sold at $4.00 per thousand before the war, and now-
gell at §5.00, have only advanced in price 25 per cent.

The Saturday Evening Post recently said, editorially :-;"Lumben
and building materials have gone up least of any of the big groups of
commodities, fuel and lighting are next to the bottom, Drugs and
chemicals stand at the top, with an’inerease of a hundred and thirty

per cent. Cloths and clothing come next, but farm produéts push them

hard for second place.”

It is not a question of how many motre dollars’ d': ﬂ; ke iRt
now but how much more Lumber and Building gﬁtej-?&ﬁ W%Ig‘ﬁrd r
Hay, Corn, Oats, Wheat, Hogs or Cattle  buy now  than “before or 3

after the war? Any number of bushels or poundewill do more building
now and you will have more money left. =~ - . O Pﬂfng
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